
 
 

VALLEY VILLAGE SPECIFIC PLAN 
IMPLEMENTATION GUIDANCE  

 
DATE: March 1, 2019 
 
TOPIC: SINGLE-FAMILY PROJECT REVIEW PROCESS 
 
Pursuant to Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 11.5.7.H and the Valley Village Specific 
Plan (Ordinance No. 168613), the following provides implementation guidance for the Valley 
Village Specific Plan as it pertains to Project Permit Compliance requirements for single-family 
projects. To that end, the analysis will 1) highlight the original intent of the Valley Village Specific 
Plan as it pertains to the entitlement process for single-family projects; and 2) outline how single-
family projects within the Valley Village Specific Plan shall be processed to align with the original 
intent. As set forth herein, this implementation guidance shall be applicable within the Valley 
Village Specific Plan Area.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In response to community concerns regarding negative impacts of out-of-scale development in 
Valley Village, on March 6, 1986 the City Council instructed the Department of City Planning to 
prepare a Specific Plan for the Valley Village area. The purpose of the Valley Village Specific Plan 
is to address possible adverse impacts from incompatible commercial and multiple-family 
development adjacent to the single-family homes in Valley Village. At its meeting on November 
18, 1986, the City Council adopted the Valley Village Moratorium Ordinance No. 161765 for the 
purposes of “temporarily prohibiting the issuance of certain building permits on lots located within 
the area known as Valley Village, in the adopted North Hollywood Community Plan area.” The 
moratorium provided an expedient but temporary approach to reduce further impacts to the single-
family neighborhood until the adoption of the Valley Village Specific Plan.  
 
City Council adopted the Valley Village Specific Plan Ordinance No. 168613 on February 23, 1993 
(effective April 4, 1993) with regulations and requirements for projects regarding land use, building 
height, landscaping, signs and parking. The regulations primarily target multi-family residential 
and commercial uses, though land use and height also apply to single-family projects (referred to 
as “one-family” in the Specific Plan).   
 
When originally adopted, the Valley Village Specific Plan referenced procedures for Specific Plan 
Exceptions as required in LAMC 11.5.7. The Specific Plan did not contain any requirements or 
processes for other project types. At the time, the only entitlement procedure contained in LAMC 
11.5.7 was for Specific Plan Exceptions.   LAMC 11.5.7 did not contain requirements for a Project 
Permit Compliance entitlement and consequently did not prescribe any process for them.  Thus, 
single-family projects in Valley Village were not required to obtain a Project Permit Compliance 
prior to construction. 
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In 2000, when the City Council adopted an ordinance amending LAMC Section 11.5.7 (Ordinance 
No. 173455), it introduced a standardized Project Permit Compliance process applicable to 
Specific Plans.  Henceforth, the Department of City Planning modified the language of all existing 
Specific Plans to align their processes with those implemented in the amended LAMC Section 
11.5.7 as follows: “Procedural requirements of this Specific Plan are set forth in Section 11.5.7 of 
the Code.” Subsequently, projects as defined by each specific plan were considered subject to a 
Project Permit Compliance process unless specifically exempted.  
 
Since the adoption of Ordinance No. 173455, single-family projects within the Specific Plan area 
have followed the Project Permit Compliance process due to an application of procedures that 
was inadvertently applied too broadly. This Implementation Guidance memo will provide the 
appropriate process for single-family projects in the Valley Village Specific Plan Area.  
 
ANALYSIS 
 
The impetus for drafting the Valley Village Specific Plan was to protect the single-family 
neighborhood from incompatible development. Therefore, the regulations were primarily 
applicable to commercial and multi-family development. The Specific Plan’s stated intent is to 
preserve the single-family residential neighborhood character and maintain “harmonious” 
development. Notably, Section 2 of the Specific Plan further emphasizes its purpose as primarily 
to protect single-family uses from potential negative impacts of “multiple residential and 
commercial developments.” Therefore, it is not the intent to unduly restrict or regulate single-
family residential development but rather to maintain single-family residential in a condition 
aligned with the existing character of the neighborhood and regulate adjacent higher intensity 
development.  
 
The Specific Plan defines a “Project” broadly enough to encompass single-family homes as 
follows: “the erection of construction of or addition to any building or structure or alteration which 
increases the height, floor area, number of dwelling units or number of guest rooms on a 
residentially or commercially zoned property.” Thus, alterations and additions to existing single-
family buildings and all new single-family buildings appear to qualify as projects within the 
parameters of this definition.  
 
The original Specific Plan as adopted by City Council on February 23, 1993 only prescribed an 
entitlement process for single–family projects that did not comply with the Specific Plan 
regulations.  Those projects that did not comply were required to obtain a Specific Plan Exception, 
the procedures of which were contained in LAMC 11.5.7. However, the Specific Plan contained 
no procedures for single-family projects that complied with the Specific Plan.  As previously 
indicated, the original Specific Plan referenced LAMC 11.5.7, which at the time did not contain 
any requirements for Project Permit Compliance entitlements. Thus, when the plan was originally 
adopted, single-family projects that complied with the regulations of the Specific Plan were only 
required to acquire a Building Permit sign-off from the Department of City Planning in order to 
construct the project.  The Department of City Planning still reviewed these projects to ensure 
adherence to applicable simple, objective regulations, but no Project Permit Compliance 
entitlement was required.  
 
In 2000, when the City Council adopted an ordinance amending LAMC Section 11.5.7 (No. 
173455), it introduced a new Project Permit Compliance process applicable to all Specific Plans. 
Henceforth, the Department of City Planning amended the language of all existing Specific Plans 
to align their processes with those implemented in the amended LAMC Section 11.5.7 as follows: 
“Procedural requirements of this Specific Plan are set forth in Section 11.5.7.H of the Code.” 
Subsequently, all projects as defined by each specific plan were considered subject to a Project 
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